USS TOPEKA CLG-8

Reunion Association Newsletter

Volume 13, No. 4

November 2002

Officers:

Dudley Cass, Chairman, Board of Directors; John Reynolds, President; Jack
Timmons, Secretary-Treasurer; John Keith, Reunion 03 Chairman; Jack Connery,

Newsletter Editor; Ken Noble, Web Master

FROM THE PRESIDENT

While scratching my head trying to come up with
something to write for the Newsletter I came across
some interesting bit of trivia that I thought I might
share with you.

I recently found a book in the Library titled "The
Memoirs of Bridget Hitler". Bridget was married to
Alois Hitler who was Adolf's half brother. From this
marriage came William Patrick Hitler who grew to
be Adolf's favorite nephew. Uncle Adolf worked
hard on his nephew (little Willie) to make him a
good Nazi, and hoped that he would some day fit
into his plans for domination of the world.

Little Willie, however, did not care much for Uncle
Adolf, and in spite of all his Uncle's efforts to work
him into a nice government position, little Willie
immigrated to America. He and his mother secured
visitor visas and arrived in New York in March of
1939. After WWII broke out William Patrick Hitler
at age 33 joined the U.S. Navy and was sworn in at a
recruiting center in NY by LTJG Gary Hess.

He served until the end of the war and was honora-
bly discharged and lived and worked in the U.S. at a
hospital as a urologist until his death.

How's that for a bit of trivia.

John Reynolds
TAPS

Viola “Vi" Victory, wife of Tom Victory, September 19,
Port Orchard, WA.
BINNACLE LIST

Michael Thomas, SN (62-65), Sherman IL, cancer sur-
gery.

Irye Couch, BM1 (60-65), Grand Junction, CO, cancer
surgery.

NEW MEMBERS (SINCE AUGUST)

Daniel Thomas PN3 (64-66) Spokane, WA

Ellie Holden RD2 (66-68) Deer Park, TX

Gary Grabowski MM 2 (66-69) Sterling Heights, M1
Theodore Clouser SH1 (59-68) Reading. PA

John Hammock EM 1 (59-61) Saint Cloud, FL
Allan Andres FTG2 (62-64) Township, PA

Doug Stoliecki MMFN (66-68) Lowell, MI

Robert "Bob" Bond LTJG (66-68) Greensboro, NC
Edward Williams SN (63-65) Slater, SC

Bill Warner QM2 (66-68) Yucca Valley, CA
Richard Sanchez , Weapons (60-64) San Antonio, TX
Nelson Anderson BT3 (66-68) Mercerville, NJ
Charles Guenther GMM3 (60-64) Wichita, KS.
Richard Stolee, LT (64-67) Palo Alto, CA

David Bohannon, SFP2 (66-69) Sanger, CA

Bob Hale, 59-61, Kansas City, MO.

LET’S GO TO LAUGHLIN MARCH 9-10

Let's meet March 9-10 at Laughlin NV for a Topeka
get-together. Ruth and Dudley Cass will host the
event, arriving Sunday and departing Tuesday.

Happy Hour will be in the Cass room at the River-
side on Sunday and Monday afternoon. Bring your
own drink. A "cover charge" of $4/person ($8 per
couple) will provide snacks and cover the upgrade to
the larger suite, necessary to handle the crowd.

For rooms at the Riverside, the "standard" room is
$39/nite, the "River-View" $49/nite. A package
deal which includes tickets to the Vicki Lawrence
Show (Sunday): $115 for 2 nights/2 tickets, $85 for
2 nights/1 ticket). Riverside phone is 1-800-227-
3849. If you elect the package deal, request show
seats at the "Cass Table."

For Laughlin information on the internet, check out
the website www.visitlaughlin.com.

Please email or phone Dudley and Ruth if you plan
to attend and/or you have questions. (619) 267-
3123. Email at BonitaRCDC@AOL.COM.



WE HAD A GREAT TIME IN DENVER

Fifty-nine Topeka Shipmates, along with wives, girl-
friends, sons and daughters, and several grandkids
gathered in Denver to celebrate the memories of
times past on USS TOPEKA (CLG-8).

Several came in early to have a banquet style dinner
on Tuesday at the Fort, an exclusive Denver restau-
rant, with Ken and Sandy Noble, reunion hosts.

Early Wednesday morning, a bunch of us kicked out
early and went south, starting with a tour of the Air
Force Academy, lunch at the Garden of the Gods
Park, then on to Pikes’s Peak on the Cog Train. In
that one-hour trip upward, we experienced sunshine,
rain, sleet. and finally snow at the summit.

Next day, another group, including some of the
Pike’s Peak climbers, went west out of Denver and
toured Rocky Mountain National Park. At one point,
they were above 14,000 feet elevation, the highest
highway point in the continental U.S.

On Friday, it was back on the bus to tour Denver and
the surrounding parks, including a visit to Lookout

Mountain and the museum and the resting place of
Buffalo Bill Cody.

Meanwhile, those that didn’t want to tour each day
visited and re-told favorite Topeka stories in the
hospitality suite. Others did their own tours of favor-
ite Denver places.

We welcomed new arrivals Friday evening with a
cocktail party, followed by a Wild West buffet. At
the Saturday banquet, we were reminded of what it
was all about with a recounting of the sinking of the
USS Indianapolis (CA 35) in the closing days of
WWII, and the story of the five days in the shark
infested waters before rescue, by Paul Murphy.
president of the Indianapolis Survivors Association.

It was an eclectic group, this reunion. All ages from
all parts of the country with a multitude of experi-
ences through life. Several brought families, and in
many cases, three generations were represented. Our
only tie was that we all served our country on the
same ship, perhaps not at the same time, but just
knowing that we had all been there and did our job
in defense our country was bonding enough. Many
of us will join again next year in Portland to remem-
ber again. We ask that those who weren’t in Denver
to join us in Portland.

LETTERS

Ed Note: Jack Bock apologized for not making the Denver
reunion. He was on antibiotics to knock a case of bron-
chitis and was not up to getting on a plane again
after 11 days in Kenva. I thought a description of his
trip would be of interest.

Dear Ed:

We spent 11 days in Kenya on safari. We went with
a neighbor couple and there were the four of us in a
Land Cruiser with our guide, George. This vehicle
has hatches over the two rear seats that allow one to
stand up to take pictures. We spent time in Samburu,
Lake Nakuru (over a million pink flamingos) and the
Masai Mara where the annual migration of zebras
and wildebeests from Serengeti was taking place.

George was a master at getting us in position for
great photos. 1 have shots of leopards, cheetahs, lots
of lions, hyenas, jackals, rhinos, elephants, baboons,
all of the grazers (zebra, eland, impala, gazelle, wil-
debeest, buffalo, etc.). Also lots of bird pictures. It
was truly a great trip, our first to Africa. Only bad
part was | caught a bad cold (not enough sleep on
overnight flights, etc.). We returned from Nairobi
through Amsterdam on August 18 and I immediately
got on some antibiotics which almost completely

———cleared me up. But-t-wasn't up to another flight and

strange beds in Denver. Sorry to have missed the
reunion.

Jack Bock (62-65)
Dear Ed:

Ed Note: This letter is really from the editor - - an experi-
ence I had that I think is worth sharing.

As 1 walked out of the store I noticed a young man
looking at my license plate.

“Tell me about the Topeka Reunion Association,” he
asked, as he looked at my license plate cover. I did,
and added that I would soon be going to another re-
union. “It’s nice that you can get together occasion-
ally, he commented.”

As we ended our conversation, he shook my hand
and said, Thank you for your service to our coun-
try.” That’s the first time anybody has ever said any-
thing like that to me. It was overwhelming. It made
my whole day - - my whole week.

A few weeks later when I parked at another store, |
noticed the car next to mine had a “Bronze Star”
license plate. Remembering how much those words
meant, | decided to do the same thing if the opportu-
nity permitted. When we talked, I congratulated him,
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and thanked him, and I know that it made his day
too. As it turned out, he was a gunfire spotter for the
101" Airborne Division in 1965-66. We may have
provided him gunfire support.

Shipmates, when you get a chance to thank a Vet-
eran, do so. It will make your day as well.

Jack Connery (64-66)
IT’S PORTLAND, OREGON IN ‘03

John Keith (59-60) is already gearing up to show us
a good time in Portland August 13-16. Reunion site
will be the Doubletree Hotel at Lloyd Center.

Registration form and reunion costs will be available
in the March newsletter. Here are some of the attrac-
tions Keith is looking at:

1. Of great interest to sailors, Portland has a variety
of microbreweries. We may book a lunch-
eon/sipping tour at one.

2. The Rose Test Gardens are in two locations. One
is in Peninsula Park in the northwest part of the city,
and the second on the west side in Washington Park.
Portland is known as the "Rose City."

3. Lloyd Center is the largest mall in Oregon, con-
taining 200 specialty shops, an indoor ice rink, and
18 movie screens. It is adjacent to the reunion hotel.

4. Saturday Market is near to our hotel and accessi-
ble by public transportation. It is located in the Old
Town section under the Burnside Bridge featuring
hand-crafted items sold by the people who make
them.

5. Mt. St. Helens: St. Helens blew in 1980 and was
one of the most spectacular U.S. natural disasters of
modern times. This would also be a full-day trip to
the National Parks viewing area.

REVISED 2003 NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE

In order to beat the increasing costs of postage this
past year, we mailed two newsletters using bulk mail
procedures, saving a substantial sum in postage.
However, we found that many arrived late, and sev-
eral did not receive it at all in one mailing. Addi-
tionally, since bulk mail is not forwarded, it was
much more difficult (and expensive) to get newslet-
ters to those who had moved.

The Board of Directors, at its August meeting, voted
to have only three newsletters in 2003, and to re-

sume using first class postage. This will bring post-
age costs down and save some on printing.

Mailing time for the three 2003 newsletters will be
mid-march, early August and November.

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM Us TO YOU

The Officers and Board of Directors wish to all of our ship-
mates and their loved ones the Peace, Love and Joy of the
Christmas Season and throughout the year 2003. We ask
that in this season, you remember in your prayers our fellow
airmen, soldiers and sailors around the world who are there
to preserve this peace and protect our freedoms.

2003 DUES ARE DUE

Dues of $15 for 2003 are due January 1, and should
be sent to Jack Timmons, 2661 Poinsettia Dr., San
Diego, CA 92106-1121. Please make checks payable
to the USS Topeka Reunion Association.

Dues are used to pay for the printing and mailing of
this newsletter, printing and mailing the annual di-
rectory of members, the costs of maintaining the
web site, postage for letters, and some “upfront”
reunion expenses.

A current 2003 directory will be mailed to you after
the dues have been received. If you are interested in
saving mmoney, you can pay $60 to cover dues for
the next five years (saves $15) and you will get a
new directory in January each year.

Please send dues to Jack Timmons

Should you want to send a little extra with your dues
payment, the extra amount will be included in an
annual donation to the Navy Home in Gulfport, MS,
after the reunion.

This is the only dues reminder you will see in this
newsletter. The address label on each newsletter will
indicate whether or not you have paid.
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NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Board of Directors

Dudley Cass, Chairman, 3028 Bonita Woods Dr.,
Bonita, Cal., 91902; 619-267-3123. Members Don Anderson,
Jack Connery, Jerry Judge, Ken Noble, Jerry Pennington.

President y
John Reynolds, 916 Esplanade, # 107, Redondo
Beach, Cal., 90277; Telephone 310-540-7817.

Secretary-Treasurer
Jack Timmons.. 2661 Poinsettia Dr., San Diego. Ca,
92106-1121; 619-224-8928; Email JETimmons@aol.com

2003 Reunion Coordinator
John Keith, 3334 N.E. 32" Ave., Portland, OR 97212-
2627: 503-287-4073; Email: Keith-john@webtv.net

Newsletter Editor v
Jack Connery, 9814 E. 83" P1., Tulsa, Ok., 74133;
918-459-8918; Fax 918-459-9758; E-mail JJConn@AOL.com.

WebMaster

Ken Noble, 14019 Summer Bay Lane, Broomfield,
CO 80020; 303-410-7150; Email Topeka@usstopekaclg8.org

Ship's Store

Linda Roberts, 7315 Valley Lane, Hixson, TN 37343-
2207; 423-842-5147.

SHIP’S STORE CHANGE OF COMMAND

A change of command of Ship’s Store Operations was
held at the Denver reunion. Jill Connery transferred her
receipt book and all inventory to Linda Roberts (wife of
Ike, 65-68).

All Ship’s Store Orders should be sent to Linda at 7315
Valley Lane, Hixson, TN 37343-2207. Linda’s phone
number is 423-842-5147. The following is available:

2000 Polo Shirts
White or Gray w/Navy trim, Beige

w/Black trim: Sizes M, L, 28.00
2002 Polo Shirts

Beige w/pocket, Sizes M,L XL, XXL 30.00

Yellow, Blue w/o pocket. ML, XL, XXL 30.00
Ball caps 12.00
Key Chains 3.00

New Style Nylon Jackets
Navy w/Burgundy trim; Hunter Green

or Royal Blue, both w/Navy trim: 46.00
Cold Drink Holders 5.00
Coffee Mugs w/Topeka emblem 6.00
Topeka Note Pads (5-pack) 5.00
License Plate Holders 4.00

Include $5.00 shipping with each order, Make checks out to the
Reunion Association and send check or money order to Linda
Roberts.
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USS Topeka Reunion Association

August 21-24, 2002

Denver, Colorado

Here’s Who Came
Donald Altamirano, MM3 63 65 La Verne, CA
Jesse Aragon BM1 59 62 Anaheim, CA

| James Ayres RD2 60 62 Necedah, WI

Gary Baker FT2 63 65 Billings, MT

James Bennett RDSN 60 61 Bella Vista, AR
Robert Bond LTIG 66 68 Greensboro, NC
Thomas Bresadola LTJG 66 68 Littleton, CO
Phillip Brooks MR2 63 65 Cloverdale, CA
Parker Butcher FTM2 63 66 Shenandoah, 1A

Bill Carver BM3 60 63 Toms River, NJ

Dudley Cass LTJG 61 64 Bonita, CA

Jack Connery LCDR 64 66 Tulsa, OK

Jerry Craig FTM2 66 69 Cartersville, GA

Walter Crane RD3 63 66 Goleta, CA

Richard Eichelberger SKSN 61 63 Denver, CO
Chester Goodwin BTC 63 65 Arvada, CO

Paul Gorham BM3 64 66 Calabasas Hills, CA
George Grupe LTJG 62 65 Sacramento, CA
Charles Hapes ET1 61 68 Denver, CO

Harvey Hershkowitz CYNSN 64 66 San Diego, CA
Michael Hight RD2 60 62 Avon Park, FL
Norbert Howe SDC 60 60 Lakewood, CA

Terry Jones GMG3 67 69 Golden, CO

Jerry Judge FTCS 63 66 Chula Vista, CA

John Keith RD1 59 60 Portland, OR

Calvin Ladd MM3 63 66 Minnetonka, MN

Roger Lauer PH3 61 65 Denver, CO

Dave MacPherson LT 64 66 Colorado Springs, CO
Don McFarland PC3 63 66 Winchester, VA

Roy McLain EN3 59 61 Mechanicsburg, PA

Loy Nix GMM1 59 62 Flowery Branch, GA
Kenneth Noble RD2 59 63 Broomfield, CO
"Parky" Parkhurst FTCM 63 66 Granada Hills, CA
Jerry Pennington RD3 63 64 Fallbrook, CA

Gale Pfund LTJG 62 64 Ukiah, CA

Michael Phillips HMSN 63 66 Monticello, MN
Robert Plake HT1 59 61 Indianapolis, IN

Richard Ramsey GMCM 62 64 Lutz, FL

John Reynolds FTM1 61 66 Redondo Beach, CA
Robby Robbins FTC 60 65 Milton-Freewater, OR
Isaac Roberts IC3 65 68 Hixson, TN

Paul Ruby LTJG 62 65 San Francisco, CA

LeRoy Servin BM3 62 64 Apache Junction, AZ
Sam Sheehan I LTJG 63 65 Ponca City, OK
Alonzo Simmerman BT2 67 68 Stockton, CA
Ronald Smart RD3 59 62 Turlock, CA

Paul Smith BM3 64 66 Crystal Lake, IA

Hank Snyder BT3 60 62 Basking Ridge, NJ

Jon Sorensen BM3 63 65 Arvada, CO

Raymond Spatz CS3 67 69 South Hempstead, NY
Jimmy Starr GS2 60 61 Topeka, KS

Jack Timmons LTJG 64 65 San Diego, CA
Leonard Van Gemert ET1 63 65 Myakka City, FL
Ernesto Villamil DKCM 63 65 Annapolis, MD
Mike Wallace RD3 65 67 Rome, GA

Richard Wallace SMSN 60 63 Halifax, MA

Mike Wandschneider ETR3 65 68 Kohler, WI
Egon Werdelman CDR 60 61 San Diego, CA
"Bud" Zimmerman GMT1 59 62 Bremerton, WA.
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