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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Well it is getting to be time for another "Baca
Hatchi" family gathering in the Big Apple. | just
thought I would drop a few hints about a place you
might find as fascinating as | did when | was there.

Hop on the subway and head for Flatbush Avenue
and Empire Blvd. in Brooklyn. You will find the
beautiful Botanic Gardens. Its 52 aces include the
Garden of Fragrance, for the visually impaired: the
Japanese Hill-and-pond garden, the Conservatory,
housing tropical plants, and a bonsai museum under
three glass pavilions. You will spend at least an hour
taking in all the beauty. Then you can just take a
short walk, and behold! You will find Prospect Park,
where you will find one of America's greatest zoos.
You will also find waterfalls, trails, boating
facilities, and Lefferts Historic House, and 18th
century homestead museum containing furnishings
and relics.

Don't forget Brooklyn. You can find some great
treasures there. I did in 1945 when I found Mary at
the Prospect Park Roller Rink. She rolled into my
life and has been there every since.

John Reynolds

EVENING DINNER CRUISE

As the reunion coordinator | want to apologize for
my error in calculating the cost of the dinner cruise.
The now correctly calculated cost of $85.00 per
person is all-inclusive. We will have a premium
open bar, hors d’oeuvres, buffet dinner and dessert.
This is a private charter on the Cloud Nine III.

CLOUD NINE 111

Top Deck-

Large dance floor

Bridal Suite with vanity and bathroom
Indoor & Outdoor Seating
-Main Deck-

Large Bar

Sweeping Staircase

Large Panoramic Windows
Buffet Table

Formal Seating for 85 guests
Commercial Galley

-Lower Deck-

Lounge with leather couches
Bathrooms



GOLFERS

Anyone interested in playing golf at the reunion in
New York City? Please contact me so I can arrange
some golf times for you. There is an outstanding
course under the Throgs Neck Bridge with a view of
the Manhattan skyline. Sounds like a plan!

202-12 Willetts Point Blvd., Bayside, NY
18 Hole Golf Course
Year Built: 1926

_ Pro: Eric Chun

Description:

A great course for beginner and intermediate golfers.

The course is mostly flat with few hills. The
fairways are straight and fairly open.

BROADWAY SHOW

Due to the evening Dinner Cruise on Wednesday
evening the plan for a Wednesday matinee would
not be wise. I suggest that we attend the Thursday
evening performance of The Producers. The show
begins at 8pm with a group cost of $90.00 per ticket.

Please contact me if you are interested and when [
get enough responses [ will move foreword with
these arrangements.

NEW MEMBERS (SINCE MARCH)

Odie M. Selby PC3 (65-66) Bayonne, NJ )
Peter Hora GMG2 (68-69) Ft. Lauderdale, FL

James Pelant ETN 2 (67-68) Las Vegas, NV

Mack Kidd MM3 (62-63) Summerville, SC

Jack Doyle FN (60-61) Subic Zambales, Phillippines

L. Scott Gill (66-68) Portland, OR

TAPS
William J. Ruhe Captain (63-64), 11/04/03

Please send your dues to Jack Timmons

LETTERS
03/13/05

Just got the latest newsletter the other day, and I was

deeply saddened by the passing of Don Nellis.

During the time | served aboard Topeka from 63 to

66, I did not know Cmdr Nellis personally except to

know who-he-was by sight: T reatty did notmeet the —
man until the reunion in San Diego in 2000. At that o
time | was super impressed with the genuine interest
Don and his wife showed in everyone there

including me. He was a real people person and it

was not hard to understand that he possessed

genuine leadership ability. | understand that when

any one of our shipmates is called to higher duty,

that it is a real loss to all of us, but Don Nellis will

be and is genuinely missed by this Topeka sailor.

Doug Olson

WHO IS COMING TO NEW YORK?

Donald Altamirano, MM3 (63-65) Fontana, CA
Raymond Conley, FTG3 (60-64) Westminster, CO
Matt Fitzpatrick, FTM3 (63-65) North East, MD
Michael Hight, RD2 (60-62) Avon Park, FL

Jack Timmons, LTJG (64-65) San Diego, CA
Norbert Howe, SDC (1960) Lakewood, CA



REUNION HOTEL 2005

Courtyard New York La Guardia Airport

90-10 Grand Central Parkway

East EImhurst, New York 11369

Located directly across from LaGuardia Airport,
New York the Courtyard New York LaGuardia
offers personalized service the Marriott way by
mixing business and pleasure with style and ease
and by providing just what you need to accomplish
your travel goals.

Hotel Highlights

* Prompt complimentary shuttle service to and
from New York’s LaGuardia Airport.

e JF Kennedy-8 miles estimated taxi fare
$25.00 one-way.

e Exclusive weekend shuttle bus to Time

Square for site seeing, $5.00pp. one-way.

High speed Internet access.

Hotel Parking

Spacious room that combines comfort and

functionality.

3:00pm check in and 12:00pm check out

Coffee in lobby

Coffee/tea in room

Newspaper delivered to room

Outdoor pool

Whirlpool

Fitness center

VISITING MANHATTAN

Ray and I live on Long Island, just 30 miles or so
outside of New York City. When we plan a trip into
“the city” it is a very exciting time. We usually
travel on the Long Island Railroad, which brings us
into Penn Station just below Madison Square
Garden. The maps and tour books come out, and we
plan our day. Perhaps we are going to sightsee, or
visit a museum. I always enjoy the shopping. which
happens on any visit to Manhattan. There are street
vendors on every corner, you can find many small
shops or if you prefer any exclusive store you can
think of has a location in New York City. Naturally
at least one meal will be in our plans, this can be a
very difficult decision to arrive on as the restaurants
are in abundance. The choices range from street
corner hotdogs and pretzels to a white glove
restaurant.

Just being in “the city” is an exciting experience.
Walking through the different neighborhoods,
coming across a street fair, talking with the people,
visiting historic sites or eating the food is something
everyone must experience.

Ray and I are hoping to share our excitement of New
York City with all of you that plan on attending the
2005 Reunion. The tours we have planned will help
you to view many of Manhattans highlights and
introduce you to “the city”.

SEE YOU IN NEW YORK CITY!
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SHIPS STORE
These items are available from the Ship’s Store, order now and
come to the reunion already dressed out. Most of the
merchandise will be available in New York. All orders should
be sent to Linda Roberts at 7315 Valley Lane, Hixson, TN
37343-2207. Linda’s phone number is 423-842-5147. Include
$5.00 shipping with each order and make checks or money
order payable to the Reunion Association and send to Linda
with your order.
Polo Shirts 2000
Grey 2M, Beige IM $25.00
Polo Shirts 2002
Yellow XL only, Blue XL and XXL $25.00
Ivory with pocket. XL only $25.00
Polo Shirts 2003
Navy M, XXL. White/Navy M, XXL $26.00
Navy/Tan with pocket XL, XXL $26.00
New style Nylon Jackets ‘
Navy 2XL;: Hunter green | M or
Royal blue 1 L $35.00 !
Micro fiber 2003 Jackets I
Navy/Beige and Beige/Black $36.00
Assorted items available
Ball Caps $12.00
Key Chains 3.00
Cold Drink Holders 5.00
Coffee mugs w/Topeka emblem 6.00
Topeka Note pads (5 pack) 5.00
License Plate Holder 4.00 N




USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) REUNION ASSOCIATION, INC.
New York City, NY 2005 Reunion Highlights
Rev 5.06.05 KS
Reunion Dates: Wednesday, August 10, 2005 through Saturday, August 13, 2005, with most folks
departing on Sunday August 14, 2005. Please send your Reunion Registration forms in Early.

Hotel: Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia, Airport/NYC 90-10 Grand Central Parkway, East
Elmhurst, NY 11369. Guest Room Rates are $90.00 Double. The quoted rates are quoted exclusive
of prevailing local lodging tax, currently 8.63%. Quoted rates will be offered, based on availability,
to our attendees three days before August 10 and three days after August 13, 2005. Individual
parking is $1.00 per hour or a maximum of $13.00 overnight for overnight guests.

Make Your Own Hotel Reservations. Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia, Airport/NYC
Deadline for reservations is Monday, July 18, 2005. To receive the contacted rates, you must
identify yourself as being with the USS Topeka (CLG-8) Reunion Association. All reservations will
be guaranteed with individual credit cards.

Phone Number for Registrations: Call 718-446-4800 and ask for USS Topeka (CLG-8)
Reunion Association Rates. Check-in time is 3:00 PM: checkout is 12:00 PM (noon).

The Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia Airport hotel is more than just 288 spacious hotel rooms and
suites. This is a full service hotel located directly across from one of the country’s busiest airports at
LaGuardia. Just 8 miles from the epicenter of the world, New York City, it offers views of the
Empire State Building and the surrounding city attractions. This hotel is rated AAA 3 Diamonds
and Mobile Travel Guide 3 Stars. The Hotel offers a fitness center, swimming pool and a business
center.

Airport Shuttle: A convenient complimentary shuttle service is offered every 15 minutes to and
from LaGuardia Airport for hassle-free door-to-door service.

Reunion Schedule: We recommend you plan to arrive on Tuesday, because there are plenty of
things you will want to do on Wednesday through Saturday. Most will plan a Sunday departure.

Tours: Reservations must be made with your Reunion Registration to guarantee your choices.
August 10, 2005-Wednesday-Tour “A”: New York Orientation Tour —Four-Hour tour. Bus(s)
load at Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia at 7:15AM and depart at 7:30 AM sharp. “A Slice of
the Big Apple.” See all the sights that make the City so special. Rockefeller Center, Times Square,
Macy’s, Chinatown, SoHo, Greenwich Village, Little Italy and so much more. There will be several
photo opportunity stops on this tour. Cost $60 per person. Requires a minimum of 20 persons.

August 11, 2005-Thursday-Tour “B *: Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island Tour- Day Tour. Bus(s)
load at Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia at 7:45AM and depart at 8:00 AM sharp; with
estimated return 2:00PM  The Statue of Liberty has been welcoming visitors to our shores for over
110 years. Another short boat tour brings you to Ellis Island Museum, which pays tribute to those
brave individuals who fled oppression to find freedom. Visit the Baggage & Registration Hall.
Cost $70 includes transportation, admission, boat ticket, licensed tour guide, tax and gratuities.
Requires a minimum of 20 persons.

AUGUST 11,2005-THURSDAY-TOUR “C”: CLOUD NINE DINNER CRUISE- 3-% hour
EVENING TOUR. Depart the Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia at 6:15pm for the Worlds Fair
Marina to board the Cloud Nine IlI for a “Magical Skyline Dinner Cruise”. NYC skyline dinner
cruises features a private charter and includes premium bar service and beverages, Hors d’oeuvres



USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) REUNION ASSOCIATION, INC.
New York City, NY 2005 Reunion Highlights
selection, a dinner buffet menu, dessert, coffee, tea, music. See views of the Manhattan skyline, the
Statue of Liberty and more. Return to hotel is estimated at 11:00 PM. Dinner Cruise cost is $85.00
per person.

August 12, 2005-Friday-Tour “D”: Intrepid SEA-AIR- SPACE MUSEUM- Morning tour.
Bus(s) load at Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia at 8:00AM and depart at 8:30 AM sharp.
Return is estimated at 1:00 PM. Tour Cost is $40 per person. Requires a minimum of 20 persons.

Friday Evening- August 12: 6:00 PM - No Host Cocktail Hour. Poolside Bar-B-Queue Dinner -
Dinner following. Snacks include Tortilla Chips and Salsa. Sides include Red Bliss Potato Salad,
Grilled vegetable salad, Cole slaw, Garden Greens salad with dressings. Entrees include choices of
Grilled Bar-B-Q chicken, Grilled hamburgers, Cheeseburgers, Hot dogs. Assorted Hoagie,
Hamburger and Hot Dog Rolls. Corn on the cob, Relish Tray and condiments. Desserts include
watermelon and fruit salad. Pitchers of Iced Tea and Lemonade. We will have exclusive use of the
pool area during dinner. Hospitality Suite will be closed from 6:00 PM until after the dinner

Saturday Morning August 13: 9:00 AM Reunion Association Business Meeting —location to be
determined. Ruth and Dudley Cass are the Reunion Coordinators for the 2006 San Diego Reunion.
Presenters should be prepared to make good presentations for the Midwest 2007 Reunion. Cal and
Joan Ladd offered to present information for a Minnesota Reunion, and Dan Moore offered to
present Indianapolis for 2007. Nominations will be open for sites for the 2008 reunion. If the
normal rotation were to be resumed. that reunion would be on the West Coast.

Hospitality Room Closed during the business meeting.

Board of Directors Meeting: Held upon completion of the Business meeting or at the discretion of
the Chairman of the board to elect the President and Secretary Treasurer and to conduct whatever
other business needs to be brought before the Board.

Saturday Morning — Time to be determined: Group Photos. Rest of the day on your own.

Saturday Evening, August 13: No Host Cocktail Hour at 6:00 PM.- Banquet Dinner at 7:00 PM.
Appetizer includes Fresh Field Greens with Balsamic Vinaigrette. The dinner menu includes
choices of Prime Rib of Beef Au Jus or Key West Salmon. Chef’s choice of vegetables. Roasted
Red Bliss or baked potato. Pitchers of assorted sodas. Coffee, Tea, Decaffeinated coffee there is a
vegetarian option available as well. Dessert will be New York Cheesecake.The wine service will
include choices of Robert Mondavi Coastal Chardonnay. Robert Mondavi Cabernet, Robert
Mondavi Merlot, and Meridian Sauvignon Blanc. The Hospitality Suite will be closed from prior to
6:00 PM until after the dinner.

Please come to the 2005 New York City, NY Reunion and have a good time with our
shipmates and other long-term friends.
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USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) Reunion Registration Form
New York City, New York - August 10-13, 2005 (Aug 14 departure for most)
Rev.2.20.05KS
Name Plank owner? Number in Party
Staying at the Courtyard by Marriott LaGuardia, Airport/NYC (Yes/No)

Emergency Contact: Name
Phone number ( )

Any Handicap and/or Special Dietary Requirements?

Names for Nametag(s) (if you have not previously received permanent nametags):

Reunion Fee: The Reunion Fee includes the cost of the Hospitality Suite, the Friday Night Bar-B-
Queue Dinner, the Saturday Night Banquet. and all other fixed costs of the reunion. Reunion Fee for
adults attending all four days Wednesday thru Saturday: $140. For those not attending all four days,
$10 for Wednesday, $10 for Thursday, $50 for Friday, and $70 for Saturday. Children age 2 and under
free. Children (3 to12) $20 for Friday and/or Saturday if attending the Buffet and/or Dinner Banquet, if
the child’s plate is selected. Otherwise, if the child elects to eat adult food, Teenager prices (defined
below) apply. For Teenagers and children who eat adult food: $40 for the Friday Bar-B-Queue and $50
for the Saturday Banquet, No charge for children or teenagers unless attending the Friday Bar-B-
Queue or Saturday Banquet. For the second year, there are provisions from Guests for the dinners only,
and no use of the hospitality room. Adult guests are $40 for Friday Bar-B-Queue dinner and $65 for
‘the Saturday Dinner and Program.

Days Attending Number Attending Price Cost
All Four Days $140
Not All Four Days
Wednesday $10
Thursday $10
Friday $50
Saturday $70
Adult guest Friday @Bar-B-Q Only $40
Adult guest Saturday @Dinner Only $ 65
Children at Buffet (child’s plate) $20
Children at Banquet (child plate) $ 20
Teenagers at Bar-B-Queue $ 40
Teenagers at Banquet $50

Reunion Fee Total
Banquet Entrée Choices (Give Number(s))

Prime Rib of Beef Grilled Citrus Salmon Vegetarian
Child’s Plate (ages 3 to12) Children Under 2 Free
(Continued on Reverse Side) =



USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) Reunion Registration New York City, NY, 2005 (continued)

Group Events: Number PRICE COST

August 10, 2005-Wednesday-Tour “A” -New York City Orientation Tour- Half day tour 7:35 AM
to 11:30AM. Bus, tour guide, tax and gratuity included An air-conditioned Bus tour of New York
City. See Rockefeller Center, Times Square, Macy’s, Chinatown, SoHo, Greenwich Village, Little
Italy and so much more. Several photo stops.

PRICE $60

August 11, 2005-Thursday - Tour “B” —Statue of Liberty& Ellis Island Tour-departing at 8:00am
sharp returning approximately 2:00pm.
PRICE $70

August 11, 2005-Thursday-Tour “C”-Cloud Nine III Dinner Cruise departing from the Worlds Fair
Marina at 7:00pm.

PRICE $85
August 12, 2005- Friday - Tour “D” — Intrepid Sea-Air-Space Museum- Half Day Four Hour
tour 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM. Bus, admissions, tax and gratuities included. See the Intrepid; submarine
Growler, and destroyer Edson. Lunch is not included.

PRICE $40
Tours Cost Total
Add: Reunion Fees from other side:
Reunion fees and Tours Cost: Total Cost
Deadline for payment of the above costs is June 30, 2004
While we want you to come, any registrations received past July 28 will be more difficult, since the
Secretary/Treasurer is on vacation in Pennsylvania after August 3, 2005. There are deadlines that have
to be met for the tours and a final payment is required on July 11, 2005.

Do the best you can. We will work with you to make your reunion a success.

Please make checks payable to: USS Topeka (CLG-8) Reunion Association, Inc. Please make a
copy of the completed form for your files. Mail this form and the check for payment to:

Jack E. Timmons
2661 POINSETTIA DR.
SAN DIEGO, CA 92106-1121



