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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Greetings to all.

The 2014 reunion in Savannah is now history. If you
missed this one, (Our 25"), I think you missed a very
good one. Our accommodations were great and we
were right in the thick of Savannah’s activities. First
city | can recall that allowed open containers on the
streets. Our tours and planned activities were great. |
especially enjoyed the trips to the 8" Air Force
Museum and to Daufuskie Island. First time to enjoy
a “Low Country Boil”. Hopefully we’ll see
everyone and some new faces in Colorado Springs
next September.

The Saturday night banquet was fabulous. Our
speaker was one of the best we’ve ever had. The
colors were presented by a group of young marines
from Cartersville, Ga.

A special ceremony was added to promote one
young marine and was performed by our own Jay
Davis. Think it was very emotional for everyone.

Thanks to Jerry Craig for being our host.

Several months ago, Gary Baker and | each received
a call from the Cruisers Association wanting a copy
of our membership directory. We both declined. Our
membership directory is a private document. To be
listed in it there are two qualifications. You must be
a member and to be a member you must have served
on the CLG-8. (Or be a surviving spouse).In the last
two issues of the USNCSA publication there have
been around 30 CLG-8 members signed up. An
unusually high number. This leads me to believe
someone provided them with a copy of our
directory. I’m not against the USNCSA increasing
their membership. I’m a member myself.

But, whoever leaked the directory has violated our
bylaws and done a disservice to all of our members.

I would like to see an increase in our own
membership. Would like to see each of us become
an ambassador for our association and contact old
friends and encourage them to join. | think this will
also lead to higher turnouts for our reunions. So, go
forth and multiply.

Finally I would like to thank the manufactures of
Cialis and Viagra. Without their advertising dollars,
there wouldn’t be any shows on TV.

Have a great holiday season.

Dan

NEW MEMBERS (since March 2014)

Gerald (Vic) Tanner MR2 63-66
Reid Zachary CPL 65-67

Harold Hibbard FTM3 66-69
Larry Parker GMG3 67-68

Ted Robinette FTM3 64-68
Thomas Bridgeford 62-65

TAPS

Thomas J. Zogaric FTM2 60-62
Earl Caywood FTM1 62-68
William Balfanz CS2 62-66
Donald N. Habener, RD1, (59-62)



SAVANNAH, GA FOR 2014

A huge success for host Jerry Craig! The 2014
reunion held in Savannah, GA was another one filled
with fun and camaraderie. Some of us chose to go on
the terrific tours that included the Eighth Air Force
Museum, Tybee Island, Fort Pulaski, and Daufuski
Island.

The Savannah Riverboat Dinner Cruise was
awesome! Some of us even participated in a
reenactment of a river battle. Plus the buffet was
delish. Not to mention the drink options!

It was great that the Old Town Trolley Tour was a
tour that all could do at own pace and hop on and off
at own interests and locations.

The Inn at Ellis Square was a terrific location and
the hotel staff was very accommodating.

The catering for the Friday evening buffet and
Saturday evening banquet was provided by Paul
Kennedy Caterers. A great company to work with
and I was extremely pleased with the quality of food
and the wonderful staff. Not an easy task when
working off site catering.

The Etowah Valley Young Marines proudly posted
the colors at the Saturday evening banquet. What an
amazing group of young people.

The quest speaker, Senior Chief Michael Schwartz
really held every ones interest.

Thanks again Jerry for a terrific reunion, | for one
know what a challenge it is.

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO FOR 2015

REUNION DATES: SEPT. 15""-20™ 2015

COLORADO SPRINGS MARRIOTT
5580 TECH CENTER DRIVE
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO

Room rate $114.00 per night with full hot breakfast
buffet for 2 guests included. Rate available 3 days
pre/post of contracted dates.

The reunion membership voted at the annual
meeting in Savannah to head to Colorado Springs in
2015. Once again Ray and I will be your Reunion
coordinators.

We have decided on the Colorado Springs Marriott,
although waiting for the site visit that Terry and
Patty Jones have been kind enough to make for us.
We have confidence that the location will be perfect
as the Marriott hosts many military reunions. This
was evident in the proposal we received.

Colorado Springs is full of fun activities! The US
Olympic Training Center, historic Manitou Springs,
The Garden of the Gods Visitor and Nature Center
and of course the United States Air Force Academy
or The National Museum of World War 11 Aviation
just to mention a few. Would love any input from
members on what to plan for tours.

We are in love with the location, which I checked
out with my niece who lives in Colorado Springs.
There are many restaurants and shopping located
nearby. The hotel has a restaurant and lounge on site
and offers shuttle service to local area. Other
services and amenities include: Indoor/outdoor pools
and whirlpools, Starbuck’s, free parking,
gift/newsstand and a lobby fireplace.



WHO CAME TO SAVANNAH, GA

John and Sandra Attey

Gary and Pat Baker

Ken and Darlene Barnett

Charles and llona Beardsley

Phil and Susan Brooks

Patrick and Judith Cain

Dudley and Ruth Cass and granddaughter
Michelle and husband Cory Vandivier

Jack and Juliet Connery

Jerry Craig

Jay and Tana Davis

Marvin and Trudy Davis

Charles and Jill Deering

Matt and Martha Fitzpatrick

Al and Catherine Gustafson

Steve Hall

Harvey Hershkowitz

Mike Hight

Arnold and Marion Hoel

Harold and Diane Jackson

Dan and Cyndi Johansen

Terry and Patty Jones

Ruth Judge and Posse members Barbara and Claudia

Ken and Irene Kucin

Calvin and Joan Ladd

Roger Lauer

Lewis Louden and son

John and Judy Mays

Dan and Sharon Moore

Arthur and Valarie Nolan

Bob and Pat Ohm

Robby and Bell Robbins

Linda Roberts and Ladonna

Courtney and Mimi Rudin

Jimmy and Rita Starr

Gerald and Patricia Tanner

Jean Timmons

Tracy Tipton

Jack Walkins and Virlee Chesebro

Douglas and Lora Weeks

Bud Zimmerman

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy holiday
season!

SHIP’S STORE

The USS Topeka ship’s store is phasing out all
clothing items. Prices have been slashed 50% or
more. 2013 Reunion Tee-Shirts are now $5.00, and
all other shirts, men’s and women’s are $10.00.
There is one jacket left at a price of $30.00. All
prices include shipping and handling. Items can be
ordered from the ship’s store page of the website,
accessible from the home page, (usstopekaclg8.org).
The store will continue to stock caps, lapel pins, and
patches. Also, responsibility for the ship’s store has
been assumed by Pat Baker. Her contact
information is on the ship’s store page of the website
and the address page of the newsletter. Many thanks
to Cyndi Johansen, who has operated the store for
the past two years, for her dedication and hard work.

Membership and Dues

Of the approximately one thousand active members
of the USS Topeka CLG-8 Association there are
only about two hundred members whose dues are
paid through 2014. Although dues are not
mandatory to be a member of the association, they
are the only source of funding for the day to day
operation of the association.

Dues are used to cover expenses such as the
preparation and mailing of letters, newsletters and
directories, and the cost of maintaining the TOPEKA
website on the internet. Your dues status is shown
on the newsletter and the member’s directory
mailing label.

If you don’t receive the newsletter or directory and
want to check on your dues status, E-Mail Gary
Baker at ghaker@usstopekaclg8.org, or call him at
406-252-4546. Dues are $20 a year or five years for
$80. Dues should be sent to: Gary Baker, 1240
Lonesome Pine Lane, Billings, MT 59105.

NEWS ITEM:

In order to assist shipmates with VA claims, the
association has obtained the deck logs for January
through May of the ‘65 — ‘66 WestPac cruise.

These logs cover the period that Topeka was off the
coast of Vietnam providing gunfire support for
military operations ashore. The logs have been put
on the website and can be viewed and downloaded
and saved, (or printed) from there



USS TOPEKA REUNION ASSOCIATION
C/O Gary Baker

1240 Lonesome Pine Lane

Billings, MT 59105

NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Board of Directors
Dan Moore, 56619 Wedgwood Ct N, Elkhart, IN 46516;
574-295-5156 Dan56619@aol.com

Board Members:
Gary Baker, Dudley Cass, Jerry Craig,
Harold Jackson, Dan Moore, John Reynolds, Ray Spatz

President
Dan Moore, 56619 Wedgwood Ct N, Elkhart, IN 46516;

574-295-5156 Dan56619@aol.com

Secretary-Treasurer
Gary Baker, 1240 Lonesome Pine Ln., Billings, MT 59105;

406-252-4546 gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org

2015 Reunion Coordinator
Kathy and Ray Spatz, 503 Olive Blvd., So. Hempstead, NY 11550;
516-385-5712; Email kspatz@optoline.net

Newsletter Editor
Kathy Spatz, 503 Olive Blvd., So. Hempstead, NY 11550;
516-385-5712; Email kspatz@optonline.net

Webmaster
Gary Baker, 1240 Lonesome Pine Ln., Billings, MT 59105;

406-252-4546; gbaker @usstopekaclg8.org

Ships Store
Pat Baker, 1240 Lonesome Pine Ln, Billings, MT 59105
406-252-4546 pbaker@usstopekaclg8.org
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SAVANNAH RIVERBOAT DINNER
CRUISE
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