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Greetings Shipmates

I hope that this finds everyone safe and well. All is
good here in Western New York. We have had some
unusually dry and warm weather, so | was able to
complete a few jobs | was going to save for the spring!

The Myrtle beach reunion was another winner! The
hotel/condo and the tours were great. Once again Pat
Baker did a super job with this year’s Reunion and
kept us all mostly in line. Thanks Pat! The real special
part for me was to see 2 of our regulars who were too
ill to make the Branson Reunion show up this year in
great shape. Great to see you Harvy and Arnold! | was
also honored to meet several first-time attendees.

Hope to see you in the future.

Unfortunately, one of our long serving Board
members has resigned due to illness. Harold Jackson
served on our board for many years, and we thank him
for his service and wish him all the best. We miss him
and Diane and hope that they will be able to attend a
future Reunion. Don McFarland was elected to fill the
vacancy on the Board. Congratulations, Don.

Our next Reunion is coming up fast as we are going to
be in New Orleans in May 2026 to try and avoid the
hurricane season. Dan Moore will be our host. Thanks
Dan. This will be a quicker turnaround than usual so
please make your plans and reservations as soon as
possible. See more info in this newsletter and on the
Topeka website.

As we all become older the Board is beginning to think
about the day when we will need to dissolve the
organization and unincorporate as a State of California
Non-Profit Public Benefit Corporation. We may need

legal assistance to accomplish this. If you are a lawyer
or know someone who is and would be willing to do
pro bono work on our behalf, please let us know. You
may contact me or any board member if you can help.
Thanks.

Last month’s riddle was- What do you throw out when
you want to use it but take it in when you don’t want to
use it? Answer- Anchor.

This month’s riddle- This house attracts travelers with
its brightness yet is often the loneliest home on the
coast. What kind of house is this?

As always, special thanks to Kathy Spatz and Pat and
Gary Baker for all their hard work on behalf of the
association.

Anyone with questions about this year's Reunion
please feel free to give me a call. If you get my
machine, be sure to leave a message, | will get right
back to you.

Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and happy Fall and
winter. See you all in New Orleans.

Fair Winds and Following Seas

Gus



New Members (Since July 2025)

Richard Evans 67-69 SN

Taps

Russell Astrab 60-62 BT3
Kisko Bronaugh 62-67 MM3
Frank Freeman 65-66 CYN3
Jerry Johnson 66-67 GMG2
Tracy Tipton 64-67 SFM2

Reunion Dates:

Monday, May 11, 2026, through Friday, May 15,
2026

Dan Moore will be hosting our New Orleans
Reunion. He hosted a very successful reunion in
Indianapolis several years ago, and there's no
doubt that this one will be a great one!

Our hotel for the reunion will be Marriott Metairie
at Lakeway very close to Lake Ponchartrain and
its well-known causeway

Just eight miles from the heart of downtown New
Orleans, the Metairie hotel blends the tranquil
serenity of Lake Pontchartrain with views of the
Greater New Orleans Area. It's located just
minutes from the French Quarter and the
International Airport.

Address of the hotel is 3838 N. Causeway
Boulevard, Metairie, LA

Accommodations are one King Bed or two Double
Beds. Rates for both are $158.00 inclusive of all
taxes and fees.

Room reservation MUST be made by Thursday
April 9, 2026. After that date the room block is
released, and you may not be able to make a
reservation.

Room price also includes complimentary breakfast
buffet and complimentary parking. Armstrong
International Airport (MSY) is about 20 minutes
(10 Miles) from Marriott Metairie hotel. It is
served by all major airlines.

All major car rental companies are represented at
the airport, as well as Lyft and Uber pick up
locations. There is no courtesy shuttle service to or
from the hotel.

Tour "A"™ New Orleans City/Cemetery &
Mardi Gras World Tour

Tuesday May 12
New Orleans City / Cemetery

New Orleans is a city surrounded by water and
built below sea level. This is why our departed
spend eternity entombed above ground. Here,
graves are family affairs, with remains settling
over time to make room for the next generation to
move in to what we call the Cities of the Dead.
Ornate and historic, funky and other worldly, New
Orleans cemeteries are home to everyone from
music hit makers to voodoo queens. Tour
companies will show you who’s who and explain
the history and traditions.

Mardi Gras is the lifeblood of New Orleans, and
the artists, sculptors, carpenters, welders, and
craftsmen of Kern Studios are the hidden force
behind the Mardi Gras magic. Since 1984, Mardi
Gras World has given the public a rare glimpse
into the process behind the parades while also
providing a fun, accessible look into the history of
this unique celebration.

BLAINE KERN'S

MARDI GRAS
WORLD




Who came to Myrtle Beach reunion

Gary Baker Pat
John Bishop Kathy
Gary Campbell Lana
Jerry Craig

Jay Davis Tana
Frank Grey Edna
Al Gustafson Cathy
Steve Hall Sandy
Harve

Hershzowitz Susan
George Heyward  Beverlyn
Arnold Hoel Marion
Jeri Lynn Holdway Gilbert
Terry Jones Patty
Calvin Ladd Joan

Lewis Louden
Don McFarland
Wayne Meagher
Dan Moore

Ray Spatz
Thomas Swink
Gerald Tanner
Tami Tanner
Tina Tanner
Sandee Tipton

Donna & Steve
Sue

Pat

Patsy Thomas
Kathy

Wanda

Pat

Editors Note:

Huge thanks to Pat and Gary Baker for all your
relentless efforts on another successful reunion.
An awesome time shared by all in attendance.
Having hosted numerous reunions, myself | get it!

Pay By Zelle

If your bank uses Zelle to transfer money you can
now use it to pay dues, reunion fees, and ship’s
store orders directly to the association checking
account. Activate Zelle on-line at your bank’s
website and designate the recipient to be
gbaker@usstopekaclg.org. For dues send an e-
mail to the same address with dues information.
For ship’s store orders e-mail the order form. For
reunion fees e-mail the registration sheet.

YTD Financial Report

A summary of our finances as of October 31,
2025. As we will no longer be collecting dues
after 2028 the operating fund will decline over the
next few years. For a more detailed report e-mail
Gary Baker at Account gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org

Account 01/01/2025  10/31/2025

Operating Fund $14,897.20  $13,262.12

Reunion Fund $4,245.58 $4,302.11

Ship’s Store $3,007.30 $3,461.42

Total $22,150.08  $21,025.65


mailto:gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org

USS TOPEKA REUNION ASSOCIATION
C/O Gary Baker

20 Heather Drive

Billings, MT 59105

NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

TEMP —RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Names and Telephone Numbers

Chairman, Board of Directors: Al Gustafson

Vice Chairman, Board of Directors: Arnold Hoel
Board members: Jerry Craig, Don McFarland, Dan
Moore, Ray Spatz, Jay Davis

President: Al Gustafson, 3668 Bonnie Lane, Hamburg,
NY 14075; 716-648-5960; gus127@verizon.net

Vice President: Arnold Hoel, 418 W 229th St., Carson,
CA 90745; 310-834-5359; an arnold.hoel@yahoo.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Gary Baker, 20 Heather Dr,
Billings, MT 59105; 406-252-4546;
gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org 2026

Reunion Host: Dan Moore, 55619 Wedgewood Ct N,
Elhart, IN 46516; 574-295-5156 d 55619 @ aol .com

Olive Blvd, So. Hempstead, NY 11550; 516-697-8274;
kathleenspatz@gmail.com

Webmaster: Gary Baker, 20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT
59105; 406-252-4546; ghaker@usstopekaclg8.org
Ships Store: Pat Baker, 20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT
59105; 406-252-4546; pbaker@usstopekaclg8.org

Newsletter Editor and Photographer: Kathy Spatz, 503

Ship’s Store
The ship’s store inventory includes ball

caps, lapel pins, jacket patches, coffee cups,
and Navy Veteran, and 6th and 7th Fleet
bumper stickers. Order forms, and images
of items, are on the Ship’s Store page of our
website. The store is managed by Pat
Baker. She can be contacted by e-mail at
pbaker@usstopekaclg8.org or call her at
406-252-4546. Orders can be sent to her at
20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT 59105.

Membership and Due

The Association will cease collecting dues
after 2028. Members that have already paid
dues through 2028 are considered Lifetime
Members. When other members pay dues
through 2028, they also will become
Lifetime Members. Dues are $20.00 per
year. Dues can be sent to Gary Baker, 20
Heather Dr, Billings, MT 59105.




