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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Topeka was great, but . . .

Seattle, here we come. A meeting of the Advisory
Board was held October 13 in Capistrano, Calif. We
met with Tom Victory and nailed down the Dou-
bletree Hotel in Seattle for the Reunion 97 site, to be
held August 13-16. A reunion fee of $85.00 was
adopted. Room cost will be $89 per night plus 15.1
percent tax. Pick up from the airport is included in
room cost.

One of the big improvements over past reunions will
be a 900 square foot hospitality room to relax in.

The tours are fabulous. You can set sail along lake
Union for a look at Seattle’s unique houseboat com-
munity, check out the micro brewery tour such as the
Red Hook Ale Brewery and Harts Brewing Co. If
that’s not your thing, join some of us for a hot air
balloon ride over the beautiful Verdant Redmond
Valley or hike with some of the brave hearts through
Narda Falls on the way to Mt. Rainier. A two hour
hike will take you to Paradise Lodge. Check out the
wild flowers and the 360 degree panoramic view and
stop to enjoy a picnic before returning to Seattle.
These and many more exciting adventures await you,
not to mention the good old bull sessions and sea sto-
ries, so mark your calendars for Reunion 97. See va
there!

John Reynolds

GENERAL MEETING

The annual general membership meeting was held in
Topeka, Kansas during Reunion 96. Highlights of the
meeting are as follows:

e Election of Officers: The Board of Advisors pro-
posed the slate of John Reynolds, President;
Dudley Cass, Secretary-Treasurer; and Al Jef-
feris, Assistant Secretary. There were no nomi-

nations from the floor. Election was approved by
acclamation. There were no changes in the Advi-
sory Board.

A total of $649 was received in donations since
Reunion 95. This will be forwarded to the Naval
Home in Pascagoula, MS.

Reunion 97 Site: Cites proposed were Seattle,
San Diego, Long Beach, and Portland. Seattle
was selected in the second vote. Tom Victory and
Bud Zimmerman selected as Coordinators.

Site Selection Committee for Reunion 98
(Eastern U.S.) Atlanta, to be presented by Jerry
Craig; Orlando, to be presented by Francis Finer-
frock; New York, to be presented by Steve Arch-
bold; Boston, to be presented by Jack Kehoe; and
Myrtle Beach, SC (no presenter named).

1997 Calendar: A motion was approved for Jack
Connery to produce a 1997 Topeka calendar. It
will be distributed (in late November-early De-
cember) to 1996-dues paying members. It was
also approved to set 1997 dues at $20. To help
defray the cost of production and mailing.

Membership: Database membership is 828, with
763 being active, and 278 paying dues. There
were 63 new members this year. Seventy-nine
came to Reunion 96 with banquet total of 148.

Treasurer’s Report:

Operating Fund $,4,284

Reunion Fund 10.877
(includes 1,612 tour money)

(Estimate $1,200 in Reunion Fund after all ex-

penses paid)

Ships Store balance (31 July):

$803.93 Cash, 1,480 Inventory = $2,283.93



TAPS

Richard Bihr, Executive Officer, 1966-64, Spring,
1996.

BINNACLE LIST

This is a new column to the newsletter, to offer an-
other service to our Shipmates. If you are ailing, let
the editor know and we’ll publish your name and de-
tails you desire in each issue. For those of you not on
the Binnacle List, if you know someone that is, and
even if you don’t, drop them a card letting them know
you’re thinking about them.

Herb Hedge, LCDR, 64-66, Ottumwa, [owa.
Bill Herring, CSC, 61-64, Calvary, Georgia
Dick Wemette, ENS, 61-62, Chula Vista, California

REUNION ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment  highlight
at the Reunion 96 ban-
quet was a return en-
gagement of the Andrews
Sisters.Long-time friends
of Topeka, they were
only too happy to return
for our entertainment.

ELECTRONIC-MAIL

It was suggested at the annual meeting that we publish
electronic mail addresses as part of the directory. There
are so few at this time we will publish them in this
newsletter. When the list gets a little longer, they will be
included in the directory.

Here’s what we have so far:

Jack Bock: jbock@interworld.net
Jack Connery: JJConn@aol.com
Sam Sheehan: cejasam@aol.com
Jack Timmons: JETimmons@aol.com

If you’re on the net and want you address included, let
the newsletter editor know.

1997 DUES

Dues for 1997 are $20.00 This increase was voted by
the membership at the annual meeting in Topeka to
help defray the expense of 1997 calendars, which will
be distributed to all 1996 dues-paying members.

Those already paying their 1997 dues need not send
an additional $5.

Moneys received in addition to the $20 will be sent to
the Sailors Home in Pascagoula, MS., at the end of
the year.

SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE

Put it on your calendar now: August 13-16, Seattle
Washington. That’s the time and place we’ll all get to-
gether in 1997. Start planning now.

Tom Victory, Bud Zimmerman and Tony Barbaro are
already at work putting together a program. As those
who saw the Seattle video in Topeka, there is much to see
and do besides visit with shipmates. Four days is not
enough to see everything, so you might want to come
early, or stay late, or both.

Here’s what Ellen Zimmerman has to say about Seattle
97:

You'll see seagulls, ferry boats, and airplanes galore!
There’s Microsoft, Starbucks, Nordstroms and more,
The Farmer’s Market, Monorail and Pioneer Square,
Seattle, Seattle, we'll see you there.

The Doubletree Inn, our reunion site, is about a 15 min-
ute bus ride from downtown Seattle. The hotel provides
Jfree shuttle to and from the airport. There are numerous
restaurants within walking distance and a major shop-
ping mall just two blocks away.

Amenities of hotel include indoor and outdoor pool, ex-
ercise room, lounge and restaurant and spacious meeting
rooms.

We're gathering information on tours and cruises, and
will have more details later.

We'll keep you busy so you can be “Sleepless in Seat-
tle.”

A PIECE OF TOPEKA

The ship’s bell, 2 blocks away from the reunion hotel, got a
lot of attention during the three days. Representatives of
Topeka did a nice job sprucing the bell up, and promised to
keep it that way.



WHO CAME TO TOPEKA
This is who you missed if you didn’t come to Topeka:

Marion Adams, YN3 (65-67), Olathe, KS

Dale Anderson, FN (65-69), Forbes, MN

Al Ansorge, CDR (61-63), Mt. Vernon, IL,

Steve Archbold, SKSN (60-63), Dix Hills, NY
John Attey, RD2 (62-65), Ofallon, MO

James Ayers, RD2 (60-62), Necedah, WI

John Bailey, RD3 (61-62), Blue Springs, MO
William Balfanz, CS2 (62-66), Brooklyn Park, MN
Mrs. Vickie Barr (RM3) (62-65), Newton, KS
James Bennett, RDSN (60-61), Bella Vista, AR
Mrs. Lodena Bettsworth, (RMSN) (59-61), Wakarusa, KS
Ben Billings, SFM2 (64-66), Darlington, MD
Jack Bock, LTJG (62-65), Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Robert Bond, DK3 (63-65), New Braunfels, TX
Phil Brooks, MR2 (63-65), Cloverdale, CA
Parker Butcher, FTM2 (63-66), Shenandoah, IA
Bill Carver, BM3 (60-63), Des Moines, IA
Dudley Cass, LTJG (61-64), Bonita, CA

Wally Clark, SK3 (63-66), Casper, WY

Jack Connery, LCDR (64-66), Bixby, OK

Lloyd Couch, BM1 (60-65), Grand Junction, CO
Jerry Craig, FTM2 (66-69), Cartersville, GA
Walter Davidovich, GMC (59-63), Poway, CA
Vemie Davis, LT (64-66), Marshall, VA

Mike Faber, SK3 (62-64), Centralia, WA

Francis Finerfrock, GMT2 (65-66), Pinellas Park, FL.
Larry Fisher, BM1 (65-69), Kinsley, KS

Paul Gass, ETCS (65-67), Sparta, MO

Donald Grady, MR2 (60-62), Mechanicsville, VA
Steven Hall, SFFN (65-67), Toledo, OH

Herb Hedge, LCDR (64-66), Ottumwa, IA
William Herring, CSC (61-64), Calvary, GA

John Hojaboom, GMG1 (60-68), Carson, CA
Norbert Howe, SDC (60-60), Lakewood, CA
Jerry Jackson, SN (67-68), Adrian, MO

Gerald Judge, FTCS (63-66), Chula Vista, CA
John Kehoe, LTJG (61-63), Wellesley, MA

John Keith, RD1 (59-60), Portland, OR

Calvin Ladd, MM3 (63-66), Minnetonka, MN
Mike Leahy, MM3 (66-69), Fraser, MI

Dean Mahaffey, GMG3 (63-65), Kansas City, KN
Jack Mansfield, CAPT (63-64), Silverdale, WA
John Milbrodt, SFP3 (65-67), Canton, OH

Don Nellis, CDR (63-65), San Diego, CA

Don Nelson, BT2 (64-66), Minneapolis, MN

Loy Nix, GMM1 (59-62), Flowery Branch, GA
Kenny Noble RD3 (60-62), Louisville, CO
William Noel, QMCM (64-66), Winnetka, CA
Bob Odman, BM3 (64-67), Kent, WA

Jim Ownby, LT (62-65), El Cajon, CA

Irad Parkhurst, FTCM (63-66), Granada Hills, CA
Larry Patriquin, FT2 (61-64), Barrington, NH

Joe Peragine, CWO3 (60-65), San Diego, CA
Richard Pinnell, FT3 (59-61), Farmersville, IL

Dave Price, BM3 (67-69), Covington, VA

Richard Ramsey, GMCM (62-64), Lutz, FL

John Reynolds, FTM1 (61-66), Redondo Beach, CA
Ike Roberts, IC3 (65-68), Hixson, TN

Paul Ruby, LTJG (62-65), San Francisco, CA
Gerald Schiefert, SK3 (63-66), Hopkins, MN
Robert Schramm, GSC (61-62), Orange, CA

Andre Seaton, RD2 (59-62), Reseda, CA

LeRoy Servin, BM3 (62-64), Casa Grande, AZ
Sam Sheehan, LTJG (63-65), Ponca City, OK
Victor Sheppard, SN (66-68), Evansville, IN
Alonzo Simmerman, BTG2 (67-68), Lodi, CA

Ron Smart, RD3 (59-62), Turlock, CA

Jon Sorrensen, BM3 (63-65), Arvada, CO

Jimmy Starr, GS2 (60-61), Topeka, KN

Jack Timmons, LTJG (64-65), San Diego, CA
Tracy Tipton, SFM2 (64-67), Mason, OH

Leonard VanGemert, ET1 (63-65), Bradenton, FL.
Emesto Villamil, DKCM (63-65), Annapolis, MD
Greg Wapelhorstg, ETR2 (66-68), Webster Grove, MO
Doug Weeks, RD2 (60-63), Canastota, NY

Egon Werdelman, CDR (60-61), San Diego, CA
Robert Westlake, MR3 (59-62), De Graff, OH
James Whisennand, SF3 (65-67), Elkhart, KS

Bob White, LT (63-64), Joplin, MO

Paul Wuorenmaa, LT (62-64), Colorado Springs, CO
Bud Zimmerman, GMT1 (59-62), Bremerton, WA.

AFTER A LONG CAMPAIGN ol
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President John Reynolds takes a moment to relax after a
hard and successful campaign for reelection. For the rest of
the day after the final vote was in, he held court in this
chair.



NEW MEMBERS SINCE JUNE, 1996

This listing brings our membership count to 834.
We’re growing, we’re growing. If you see a name on
here you recognize, get in touch with him and
welcome him aboard. And if you don’t, get in touch
with someone who was in the same division, or was
on board the same time as you.

Mike Walter, PNSN (63-65), Angola, NY

Emie Boutte, RD3 (62-65), Stockton, CA

Hal Smith, LTJG (62-64), Cupertino, CA

Art Krohnert, RD3 (63-64), Philadelphia, PA
Lewis Louden, RD3 (61-65), Omaha, NE

Donald Cowdery, EM1 (62-64), Port Orchard, WA
Mrs. Erma Rocha, GMG3 (63-65), Denair, CA
Larry Larson, EM2 (59-63), Edina, MN

Ronald Lamison, SN (63-66), Lake Havasu City, AZ
Jerry Ramirez, SFP2 (62-67), Cheyenne, WY
Steven Hall, SFFN (65-67), Toledo, OH

Norman Fisher, SN (63-64), Fennville, MI
Chester Goodwin, BTC (63-65), Arvada, CO

John Wiggins, RD3 (63-65), Seal Beach, CA
Gerald Hakari, EM2 (60-61), Aurora, IL

Steve Payne, SF3 (65-67), Farmington, UT
Stanley Bronowski, IC2 (63-65), Spokane, WA
Curtis Cross, FT1 (59-60), Stone Mountain, GA
Robert Goe, QM3 (67-68), Vista, CA

Robert Gilliam, SFP2 (63-67), Anchorage, AK
Robert Verplanche, Saratoga, WY

Wesley Diffley, SFM3 (64-66), Bessemer, AL

C. “Red Dog” Halphen, SFM2 (64-66), Kemah, TX
Jean Attey, RD3 (63-65), Edwardsville, IL.

James McReynolds, RM3 (59-61), Topeka, KS
Arthur Goulet, SFFN (65-66), Union City, CT

Joe Lindsey, SFM3 (65-66), Kemp, TX

Willard Honaker, FN (65-66), New Richmond, OH
R. Girouard, FN (65-66), Bolton, CT

Ron Malone, CPL (60-63), Spokane, WA

Keith Hecox, CPL (60-63), Auburn, MI

MEET YOUR SHIPMATE

Dick Campbell, LT (60-61), turned in a credible
showing as a candidate for City Council in El Cajon,
a city of nearly 93,000 near San Diego, in the
November election. He competed with a field of 12
hopefuls for three city council seats, placing a close
fourth behind three incumbents.

“I felt the city was heading in the wrong direction in
several respects. Rather than just gripe about it, I
decided to run. I learned a lot about the process and
thoroughly enjoyed participating in the race.”
Experiencing first hand the satisfaction of debating
the issues openly and freely and seeking voter
support, Dick says he “just may try again in two
years.”

After serving in Topeka, Dick continued a Navy
career, serving as Chief Engineer, USS Coral Sea,
Commanding Officer, USS Navasota (AO 106) and
Commissioning  Commanding  Officer, USS

Yellowstone (AD-41).

After retiring from the
Navy in 1982, he
worked as a senior
engincer for QED
Systems in San Diego.
For the past 10 years,
he has operated his own
commercial real estate
business.

He and his wife Mary
will be celebrating their
40" wedding anniversary early next year. In the
meantime, Mary is music director for a local
community theater group. Dick and Mary have three
daughters and four grandchildren.

The Campbell’s would appreciate hearing from
former shipmates at 247 Murray Dr., El Cajon, CA
92020. Their phone number is 619-579-0084.

HOLIDAY GREETINGS

The Chairman of the Board of Advisors, the
President and Officers of the Association, and the
Newsletter Editor take this opportunity to wish all
Topeka Shipmates a blessed holiday season, and a
New Year filled with health, happiness and
prosperity.

And during this time of family togetherness, let us
also remember our shipmates away from home, at
sea, in the air, and on distant shores.




SHIP’S STORE REPORT

Newest item available in the Ship’s store is a ship’s
plaque. Three choices are shown in the picture below.
The original plaque shows a canostoga wagon, and was
used on the CLG-8 commissioning program. Available
also are plaques with the words Honor, Freedom, and
Valor, and the design which became popular in the Baka
Hachi days. Costs of the plaques are $22.00. For an ad-
ditional $5.00, a brass plate will be added at the bottom
showing your name, rank/rate, and the period of time you
were aboard. These plaques are not stock items, but will
be ordered as orders are received. About two weeks will
be required for delivery.

Topeka Plaques

Other items available in the ship’s store include:
e  Adult shirts, pink, green, white$22.00

e Ball caps 8.00
e  Baka Hachi Book 7.00
e Key Chains 3.00
e  Wine glasses or tumblers, 4@ 12.00
e Topeka Jackets, Navy 35.00
e 1997 calendars 6.00

Like everything else, our costs have gone up. Please in-
clude $5.00 for shipping any order. Please get Christmas
orders in early.

LETTERS

Dear Ed:

Thanks ever so much for the honor of being named
“Keeper of the Bell.”

What a surprise for me to have been honored in such a
thoughtful way of kindness. My emotions took over and
for a short time I was just at a loss for words. I am proud
of this award. I have hung the plaque for friends to be
able to see when visiting my home.

Hopefully, I'll be able to visit the bell occasionally. My
over-the-road work will be bringing me into Topeka. It’s
just that I never know when.

I am sorry I was not able to make Topeka, but hope to see
you in Seattle next year.

John DeFord (64-67)

Ed Note: John, Stuart Yoho, the Topeka Maintenance
Supervisor you met in Topeka had the bell all shined for
us. It made a good backdrop for our group picture.

And many thanks to Tom Victory for making the plaque.

Dear Ed:

Sorry that Marcella and I did not make Topeka. We had
our reservations to leave on Thursday, but something
came up that we had to remain home that day. Tried to
get frequent flyer reservations for Friday but there were
none available, so we had to cancel out.

We are happy that you had a good one, and we have our
hopes set for Seattle, one of our favorite cities. We always
spend a few extra days there, and make it to Victoria,
B.C., for a full day.

Joe Heeney (63-66)
Dear Ed:

The reunion was great. Not too many familiar faces, but I
had a great time and made many new shipmate friends. I
had hoped Jesse Aragon and Pat Doyle would have been
there.

The reunion group picture came out great.
Bill Carver (60-63)

Dear Ed:

Hope everyone had a great time in Kansas. Wish we
could have been there. We will try real hard to be in
Seattle in 97.

Tom and Marie Vroegop (65-67)

Dear Ed:

Have to say we had a great time in Topeka. Thanks
for a wonderful time. Enclosed are some pictures for
your use. Hope we can make it to Seattle next year.
Thanks again.

Joe and Connie Peragine (60-66)

Dear Ed:

This is like writing a letter to yourself, but Jill and I
wanted to take another opportunity to thank all who
helped, and all who came to Topeka to have a good
time.

When we first started planning Reunion 96, it was
our goal that when we would leave on Sunday, we



would like to come back to Topeka again, and that
the City of Topeka would want to have us back.

Publicly, we want to extend special thanks to Rita
and Jim Starr (60-61) of Topeka for all the work they
did in the planning stages. Especially to Rita for the
banquet table decorations, and to Jim for having the
patience to teach Ron Smart about golf in the Mid-
west.

Thanks to all who submitted pictures. Some are used
here. Others will be used in the next newsletter, and
the remainder placed in a reunion scrapbook.

And to the Victory’s and Zimmerman’s: We wish you
the same success in Seattle. If there is anything we
can help with, please ask.

Thanks so much to all.
Jill and Jack Connery (62-64)

USS TOPEKA (CLG-8)

REUNION ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER
c/o JACK CONNERY

16334 SOUTH LEWIS

BIXBY, OK 74008

LAUGHLIN IN THE SPRING

The Spring bash in Laughlin is in the early planning
stages. If you want to get away for a fun weekend in
late March to early April, contact Dudley and Ruth
Cass about coming to Laughlin, AZ

This is a weekend where a number of the Southern
Califormia shipmates get together to gamble a little,
see a couple of shows, and practice telling all of their
sea stories in preparation for Reunion 97 in Seattle

Holiday

LOST AND FOUND

A brown Pentax camera case was left in the hospital-
ity suite in Topeka. It’s a small case that straps to
your belt. Anyone missing one let the Connery’s
know.
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