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FROM THE PRESIDENT

The time is fast approaching for another great time —
the annual get-together of the Topeka Reunion As-
sociation - - this year in Portland, Ore.

While reading up on some of the history of Portland
I ran across a couple of things that some of you
might be interested in. The Oregon Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry is a nice place to visit. You can
explore hands-on exhibits in five exhibit halls and
eight science labs, classes. Learning is enhanced by
computer games, science laboratories and simula-
tions, where visitors can touch a tornado, experience
an earthquake or jump on the Internet.

The 330-seat OMNIMAX theater features a large
movie projector, a five-story domed screen and a
state-of-the art sound system. Planetarium and Laser
shows are shown daily; and the price is $7.00 ($5.00
for old guys like me).

The USS Blueback, last diesel-electric submarine
built by the Navy, is docked outside the museum,
and is open for tours. Decommissioned in 1990, it
was used in the filming of "The Hunt for Red Octo-
ber."

We are looking forward to seeing all of you in Au-
gust and hope you are planning to be with us at that
time.

John Reynolds

NEW MEMBERS (SINCE NOVEMBER)

Michael Morris, ETR2 (67-68), Chico, CA

Joe Friend, CPL (62-64), Walnut, CA

Richard Sodders, RD2 (62-65), San Antonio, TX

George Heyward, GMM3 (63-65), Jacksonville, FL
Raymond Conley, FTG 3 (60-64), Denver, CO

Michael Fisher, FTG3 (63-66), Rock Springs, WY
Ronald "Ron" Malone, RM3 (65-66), Grand Junction, CO
Curtis Evans, PC3 (66-69), Waltham, MA

Albert Perillo, SN (59-62), New Haven, CT.

TAPS

Jim Ownby, 1962-65, El Cajon, CA, March 27, 2003,
after a long illnes.

OWNBY MEMORIAL SERVICE

A group of Association members met at the River-
side Cal. National Cemetery June 1, 2003 to hold a
Memorial Service for Jim Ownby, who died March
27, 2003. Ownby was buried with his wife Jackie,
who died several years ago.

Ownby was one of the co-founders of the Associa-
tion, along with Don Nellis, in 1989.

Attending were: Joe and Rose Ripley, Chuck and
Carol Dykeman, Dick and Julie Jolliffe, Jack and
Jean Timmons, Parky and Betty Parkhurst, Don and
Pat Nellis, and Dudley and Ruth Cass.

ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS

In accordance with the bylaws, the membership will
vote to elect association board members at the an-
nual reunion business meeting. The Board then se-
lects the President and Secretary/Treasurer.

Board incumbents are nominated for re-election
unless they have previously notified the Chairman of
the Board they decline to serve. Association mem-
bers may be nominated to fill any vacancies occur-
ring. Current members of the Board are: Don Ander-
son, Dudley Cass (Chairman), Jack Connery, Jerry
Judge, Ken Noble, and Jerry Pennington. The Board
elects the Chairman. The Board this year will select
a new Chairman as Dudley Cass has declined to con-
tinue as Chairman.

The President and Secretary/Treasurer are selected
in the same manner. They are reappointed by the
Board to their respective offices unless they decline
to continue, or the if the Board decides there should
be replacement(s). Vacancy in either office will be
filled by the Board.



TOPEKA’S LAST VISIT TO PORTLAND

The last time Topeka visited Portland was in the
summer of 1965, not too long before we deployed to
Vietnam. It was an exciting trip up the Pacific Coast.
We had two real “man overboard” evolutions - - one
a dare, the other an actual accident. All that training
paid off as we recovered both.

We had a good time in Portland. The city welcomed
us. Some remember that we were parked right next
to a brewery. That made it convenient. Portland was
a great liberty port.

Leaving Portland, we carried a deceased Oregon
Naval Reservist for burial at sea, our first experience
with that evolution. Many will remember that event.

Burial at Sea, Leaving Portland 1965

Now we return again, after 38 years, to celebrate the
14" anniversary of our reunion association. Come
gather with us and those of us who were there will
tell you about that visit.

Driving to Portland? Go to the reunion hotel’s web-
site www.portlandlloydcenter.doubletree.com. Click
on “local maps™ and you can get driving directions
and maps to get you there from your doorstep. Driv-
ing an RV? Go to <www.Oregon.com> and find a
list of RV parks along the way.

LETTERS
Dear Ed:

It's past time to let you know once again what a
great job you do with the Topeka newsletter.

None of your mailing problems affected deliveries to
me.

Al Ansorge (61-63)

Dear Ed:

This is to thank shipmates for all the cards, letters, phone
calls and visits received during the past three months con-
cerning my health. Your concern, interest and thoughtful-
ness have meant much to me.

I am much better now, although I require a four-hour kid-
ney dialysis treatment three days a week. However, on
each of the other days, I swim a mile, and am getting
stronger every day. In gunnery terms, I'm in “semi-
automatic.” and headed for full automatic.

Unfortunately. | will not be able to make the reunion in
Portland. | wish you the best of times there. and please
know that I will be with you in spirit.

Don Nellis (63-65)
Dear Ed:

I think | may be able to shed a bit of light on the "other"
TOPEKA logo you show on the third page of the March
Newsletter. First, remember that this was 35+ years ago
and, while my memory is as good as it ever was, it is
somewhat shorter.

When we were in the shipyard in early 1967 we did sev-
eral things to boost morale during the "down" period of
the overhaul. One of them was a contest to design a patch.
We voted on two designs. The winner was similar to the
one on the cover of the Newsletter.

I. however, along with a significant minority, voted for
the gold on blue "other" design. Dick Bihr, the exec, had
both designs produced and made available to those who
wanted them.

Bill Montgomery, Commanding Officer (66-67)
Dear Ed;

We received the March newsletter and are very excited to
make our plans for Portland.

I haven't come across with much info for a 2004 New
York reunion, but we have a number of folks working
hard to find a proper location. The hotels in the city did
not want to come up with rates for 2004. | felt without
that we could not move ahead. That is the tricky part for
Manhattan.

Hopefully everyone will want to come to the Big Apple. |
also have an alternative location in mind that I feel I could
work on and perhaps another member lives close by? |
think that Baltimore. MD would be great also. Ray and |
attend an event there every July and have a wonderful
time. We drive down so it is very easy for us to get
around. Also it is very convenient to travel into DC.

See you all in Portland.

Ray and Kathy Spatz (67-69)



Dear Ed:

I was an IC2 on Topeka and attended one of the San
Diego reunions. I hope to make it to Portland this
year.

I am a member of the Canadian Power and Sail
Squadron, whose newsletter is called "Porthole." |
noted in the last Topeka newsletter that you had an
item discussing the origin of this word. Would it be
OK to run this item in our newsletter?

Larry MacDonald (60-62)

REUNION CITIES/ COORDINATORS.

This year, we will be selecting a city/coordinator for
the 2004 reunion (Eastern U.S.) and selecting a
city/coordinator for the 2005 reunion (Central U.S.).

Cities proposed for 2004 include Tampa, Fla.
(Chuck Northrup), Baltimore, Md. (Ernie Villamil),
Charleston, SC (Max Kaster) and New York City
(Ray and Kathy Spatz). Members indicated will pre-
sent information supporting their proposal at the
Portland Reunion Business Meeting, and a site will
be selected by vote.

Members present may propose cities in the Central
U.S. for the 2005 reunion. Mike Phillips indicated at
the Denver reunion that he would like to propose
Minneapolis, MN for the 2005 reunion. Remember,
the goal is to sell the city and what it has to offer to
the membership, and that the person successful in
selling his city assumes the role of Coordinator for
that reunion.

The desired sequence of events is that 2 years prior
to a reunion, a prospective coordinator will be at the
reunion to "sell" the membership on the city he is
proposing. That is, explain to the membership what
his city has to offer that would make them choose
that city. Implicit with the selection of his city, that
person assumes the role of reunion coordinator.

During the next year, he will do the "leg-work" to
plan the reunion, select the hotel, choose tours, etc..
lay out the schedule of events, using the associa-
tion’s "Reunion Guide" to assist him in his prepara-
tions.

At one year before the reunion, the coordinator will
present his plan for the reunion to the Board. Once
approved, he will proceed to fill in all the details,
getting timely information to the President, and the
Newsletter Editor, etc. The Secretary/Treasurer, and
the Caterer, will assist him in contractual matters
with the hotel, tour companies, etc.

Doubletree Hotel Portland Lloyd Center

WHO’S COMING TO PORTLAND

The following are the early-bird registrations who
are coming to Portland. From all corners of the
country - - New Hampshire, Florida, California and
Washington and many states in between.

There’s still plenty of time to complete the enclosed
registration form, make travel plans, and join the rest
of us for a Baka Hachi good time in Portland, Au-
gust 13-16.

Don Anderson, ET2 62-64, Woodbridge, VA
James Bennett, RDSN 60-61, Bella Vista, AR
Albert Bilka, Jr., GM3 60-62. Klamath Falls, OR
Dudley Cass, LTIG 61-64, Bonita. CA

Jack Connery, LCDR 64-66, Tulsa, OK

Irye Couch, BM1 60-65, Grand Junction, CO
George Grupe, LTIG 62-65, Sacramento, CA
Don Habener, RD1 59-62, La Pine, OR

Michael Hight. RD2 60-62, Avon Park, FL

Loy Nix, GMM1 59-62, Flowery Branch, GA
Kenneth Noble, RD2 59-63, Broomfield, CO
Larry Patriquin. FT2 61-64, Barrington, NH
Gale Pfund, LTJG 62-64, Ukiah, CA

Robby Robbins, FTC 60-65, Milton-Freewater, OR
Austin Schroder, LCDR 59-63, Smith, NV

Dick Schuder, RM3 62-65, Tillamook, OR
Andre Seaton, RD2 59-62, Tarzana, CA

Jack Timmons, LTIG 64-65, San Diego, CA
Egon Werdelman, CDR 60-61, San Diego. CA
Bud Zimmerman, GMT1 59-62, Bremerton, WA.

PROTECTING YOUR PRIVACY

Is your phone number listed in a phone directory? Then
go to <www.google.com>, enter your phone number,
including area code and click “search.” It will find your
name, address and provide directions and a map to your
door. Should want to you to delete this, go to
<www.google.com/help/pbremoval.html and follow in-
structions provided. Provided by Ray McHugh (59-63).
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NAMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Board of Directors
Dudley Cass, Chairman, 3028 Bonita Woods Dr.,
Bonita, Cal., 91902; 619-267-3123.

Board Members: Don Anderson, Jack Connery, Jerry Judge,
Ken Noble, Jerry Pennington.

President
John Reynolds, 916 Esplanade, # 107, Redondo
Beach, Cal., 90277; Telephone 310-540-7817.

Secretary-Treasurer
Jack Timmons,. 2661 Poinsettia Dr., San Diego, Ca,
92106-1121; 619-224-8928; Email JETimmons(@aol.com

2003 Reunion Coordinator
John Keith, 3334 N.E. 32" Ave., Portland, OR 97212-
2627; 503-287-4073; Email: Keith-john@webtv.net

Newsletter Editor
Jack Connery, 9814 E. 83" P1., Tulsa, Ok., 74133;
918-459-8918: Fax 918-459-9758; E-mail JJConn@AOL.com.

WebMaster

Ken Noble, 14019 Summer Bay Lane, Broomfield,
CO 80020; 303-410-7150; Email CLG8(@usstopekaclg8.org

Ship's Store
Linda Roberts, 7315 Valley Lane, Hixson, TN 37343-
2207; 423-842-5147.
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SHIP’S STORE

Here’s what’s available in the Ship’s Store. Order now
and come to the reunion already dressed out. However,
most merchandise will be available in Portland.

All Ship’s Store Orders should be sent to Linda Roberts at
7315 Valley Lane, Hixson, TN 37343-2207. Linda’s
phone number is 423-842-5147. The following is avail-
able:

2000 Polo Shirts
White or Gray w/Navy trim, Beige

w/Black trim; Sizes M, L, 28.00
2002 Polo Shirts

Beige w/pocket, Sizes M,L. XL XXL 30.00

Yellow, Blue w/o pocket, M.L. XL, XXL 30.00
Ball caps 12.00
Key Chains 3.00

New Style Nvlon Jackets
Navy w/Burgundy trim: Hunter Green

or Royal Blue, both w/Navy trim; 46.00
Cold Drink Holders 5.00
Coffee Mugs w/Topeka emblem 6.00
Topeka Note Pads (5-pack) 5.00
License Plate Holders 4.00

Include $5.00 shipping with each order, Make checks out to the
Reunion Association and send check or money order to Linda
Roberts.



Portland 2003 Reunion Highlights

Reunion Dates: Wednesday, August 13, 2003 through Saturday, August 16, 2003, with most folks
departing on Sunday August 17, 2003. Please send your Reunion Registration forms in early.

Hotel: Doubletree Hotel Portland ~Lloyd Center. 1000 NE Multnomah St., Portland, OR 97232-
2163. Sleeping Room Rates are $88.00 Standard; $93 Premium (for single or double occupancy);
$269 Lanai Suite; $465 Parlor Suite. Additional persons are $10. The quoted rates are quoted
exclusive of prevailing local lodging tax, currently 11.5%. Quoted rates will be offered, based on
availability, to our attendees three days before August 12 and three days after August 16, 2003.
Individual parking Day Fee is $5 per day or $2 per hour, which ever is less. Overnight parking fee is
$10 per day for overnight guests.

Make Your Own Hotel Reservations. The Doubletree Hotel Portland~Lloyd Center’s Deadline
for reservations is Wednesday, July 23, 2003. To receive the contracted rates, identify yourself as
being with the USS Topeka (CLG-8) Reunion Association. All reservations will be guaranteed with
individual credit cards. In the event of a no show, one night’s room and tax will be posted to that
credit card. Early departure fee: In the event a guest who has reserved a room within our reserved
block of rooms check’s out prior to the guest’s reserved checkout date, the hotel will add an early
departure fee of $50. To avoid an early departure fee, guests should advise the hotel before or upon
check-in of any change of their departure date. The hotel will inform all guests of the early
departure fee at registration.

Phone Number for Registrations: call 1-800-996-0510 and ask for USS Topeka (CLG-8)
Reunion Association. Check-in time is 3 PM local time; checkout is 12 noon. The Doubletree
Hotel Portland Lloyd Center is in the perfect location, in the center of the city, just blocks from the
Oregon Convention Center, the Rose Garden Arena and Memorial Coliseum. The Hotel is 9 miles
from the Portland International Airport. Drive time is 20 minutes. The fifteen story hotel offers 476
beautifully appointed guest rooms and suites with quality amenities and views of downtown
Portland or the Cascade Mountain Range. The Hotel offers two excellent restaurants, the
Multnomah Grill and Eduardo’s Mexican Grill and Cantina. The hotel is conveniently located
within walking distance of the Oregon Convention Center, Rose Garden Arena and MAX light rail
system (1 block away), which provides free transportation to most downtown locations. The MAX
light rail system provides excellent airport transportation for only $1.55 per person one way. Across
the street is the fabulous Lloyd Center mall, featuring over 200 stores, 18 movie theaters, and an ice
skating rink. The Oregon Museum of Science and Industry and the Washington Park Zoo are also
nearby.

Airport Transportation: Taxi typical minimum cost is $20. MAX light rail less than $2.00 per
person to one block from Hotel.

Reunion Schedule: We recommend you plan to arrive on Tuesday, because there are plenty of
things you will want to do on Wednesday through Saturday. Most will plan a Sunday departure.

Tours: Reservations must be made with your Reunion Registration to guarantee your choices.
August 13, 2003-Wednesday-Tour “A”: The Mount St. Helen’s Tour —Full Day tour. Bus(s)
load at Portland Double Tree Hotel Lloyd Center at 7:45AM and depart at 8:00 AM sharp, with
estimated return 5:00PM. Sights include Silver Lake Visitor’s Center, Coldwater Lake Visitor
Center and Johnson’s Ridge (great movie at Johnson’s Ridge.) These are three
interpretative/viewing Centers that can be viewed for $6 person total. (With Golden Eagle Pass free
except Silver Lake is $3.) Lunch at Hoffstadt Bluffs with Bar-B-Que chicken, potato salad, baked
beans, Corn-on-cob and drinks for $12.39 each tax and tip included. (Not included in tour price).
Cost $40 per person. Requires a minimum of 25 persons.

(Thursday and Friday tours and more continues on next page)
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Portland 2003 Reunion Highlights (continued)

August 14, 2003-Thursday-Tour “B”: The Mount Hood Loop Tour- Full Day tour. Bus(s) load
at Portland Double Tree Hotel Lloyd Center at 7:45AM and depart at 8:00 AM sharp, with
estimated return 5:00PM. Sights include Vista House, Multnomah Falls and other scenic falls,
Columbia River Gorge, Hood River, Mount Hood, Timberline Lodge, and Bonneville Dam. Lunch
not included in tour cost, lunch will be at Cascade Locks with scenic view. This is a beautiful scenic
tour and includes passing through a National Forest. John and Mary Keith say this is the tour to see
scenic Oregon. Cost $40. Requires a minimum of 25 persons.

August 15, 2003-Friday-Tour “C”: The City Tour-Half Day tour. Bus(s) load at Portland
Double Tree Hotel Lloyd Center at 8:45AM and depart at 9:00 AM sharp. Return is estimated at
12:30 PM. Sights include the delightful Rose City, Waterfront Park, Chinatown, Rose Gardens,
Japanese Gardens, and Pittock Mansion which is located in Pittock Acres park with excellent
viewing (great view of the city from the mansion.) The Pittock Mansion is a restored French
Renaissance mansion furnished with 18" Century European and American antiques. Rose Garden in
Washington Park is free. Optional site fees Japanese Gardens: Seniors $3, Adults $5. Pittock
Mansion Seniors $4.50, adults $5.25. Tour Cost is $25 per person. Requires a minimum of 25
persons.

Friday Evening- August 15: No Host Cocktail Hour at 6:00 PM. Cocktails and Buffet Dinner -
Oregon Room. Buffet Dinner at 7:00 PM. Featuring “Chuckwagon Barbeque”. Includes Soup du
Jour - Mixed greens with Ranch Dressing- Country Potato Salad- Honey-Horseradish Cole Slaw-
Corn on the Cob - Ranch Style Beans - Spiced Rubbed Chicken with Bourbon Barbeque Sauce -
Sliced Beef Brisket with Sesame Buns - Cornbread with Honey Butter - Apple Pie and Warm Berry
Cobbler. Hospitality Suite will be closed from 6:00 PM until after the dinner

Saturday Morning August 16: 9:00 AM Reunion Association Business Meeting in a meeting
room other than the Hospitality Suite. Tentatively to be held in the Mount Hood /Mount Saint
Helen’s Room. Site location to be confirmed. Presenters for Proposed sites for the 2004 reunion and
2005 Reunion should be prepared to make a good presentation. Nominations will be open for sites
for the 2006 reunion. Hospitality Room Closed.

Board of Directors Meeting: Held upon completion of the Business meeting to elect the President
and Secretary Treasurer and to conduct what ever other business needs to be brought before the
Board.

Saturday Morning — Time to be determined: Group Photos. Rest of the day on your own.

Saturday Evening, August 16: No Host Cocktail Hour at 6:00 PM.- Cascade Ballroom.

Banquet Dinner at 7:00 PM. The dinner menu includes choices of Roasted Prime Rib of Beef, with
Rosemary Red Potatoes, Creamed Horseradish and natural juice, with spinach salad and desert or
Mesquite Grilled Salmon with Mango Relish and Rosemary Red Potatoes, with spinach salad and
desert. There is a vegetarian option available as well. The wine service will include choices of
Copperidge Chardonnay, White Zinfandel and Cabernet Sauvignon. The Hospitality Suite will be
closed from prior to 6:00 PM until after the dinner.

Please come to the 2003 Portland Oregon Reunion and have a good time with our shipmates
and other long term friends.



USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) Reunion Registration Form
Portland, Oregon August 13-16, 2003 (Aug 17 departure for most) Rev 6-10-03

Name Plankowner ? Number in Party
Staying at the Doubletree Hotel Portland Lloyd Center?:

Emergency Contact: Name
Phone number ( )

Any Handicap and/or Special Dietary Requirements?

Any Auxiliary aids required:

Names for Nametag(s) (if you have not previously received permanent nametags):

Reunion Fee: The Reunion Fee includes the cost of the Hospitality Suite, the Friday Night
Buffet Dinner, the Saturday Night Banquet, and all other fixed costs of the reunion. Reunion Fee
for adults attending all four days Wednesday thru Saturday: $105. For those not attending all
four days, $10 for Wednesday, $12 for Thursday, $35 for Friday, and $55 for Saturday. For
Children under 6, no charge. Children (6 to12 ) $15 for Friday and/or Saturday if attending the
Buffet and/or Dinner Banquet, if the child’s plate is selected. Otherwise, if the child elects to eat
adult food, Teenager prices (defined below) apply. For teenagers and children who eat adult
food: $30 for the Friday Buffet and $35 for the Saturday Banquet. No charge for children or
teenagers unless attending the Friday Buffet or Saturday Banquet.

Days Attending Number Attending Price Cost
All Four Days $105
Not All Four Days
Wednesday
Thursday $ 12
Friday ' —
Saturday $ 55 I
Children at Buffet (child’s plate) $ 15
Children at Banquet (child plate) X b
Teenagers at Buffet $ 30
Teenagers at Banquet $ 35

Reunion Fee Total
Banquet Entrée Choices (Give Number(s))
Roasted Prime Rib of Beef Mesquite Grilled Salmon Vegetarian
Child’s Plate (ages 6 to12) Children Under 6 Free

(Continued on Reverse Side)



USS TOPEKA (CLG-8) Reunion Registration PORTLAND, OREGON 2003 (continued)

Group Events: Number PRICE COST

August 13, 2003-Wednesday-Tour “A” -The Mount St. Helen’s Tour- Full day tour 8:00 AM
to 5:00 PM. Bus and guide included. Interpretive Centers’ fees and Lunch are not included.
Sights include Silver Lake Visitor’s Center, Coldwater Lake Visitor’s Center, and Johnson’s
Ridge.

PRICE $40

August 14.2003-Thursday - Tour “B” - The Mount Hood Loop Tour-Full day tour 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM, Bus and guide included. Lunch not included. Sights include Vista House,
Multnomah Falls and other scenic falls, Columbia River Gorge, Hood River, Mount Hood,
Timberline Lodge, and Bonneville Dam. Lunch at Cascade Locks with scenic views.

PRICE $40
August 15, 2003- Friday - Tour “C” — The City Tour- Half Day tour 9:00 AM to 12:30
PM

Bus and guide included, Optional site fees not included. Lunch on your own after the tour.

Bus and guide included. No lunch. Sites include the delightful Rose City, Waterfront Park,
Chinatown, Rose Gardens (free), Japanese Gardens and Pittock Mansion. Optional site fees for
Japanese Gardens and Pittock Mansion not included.

PRICE $25
Tours Cost Total
Add: Reunion Fees from other side:

Reunion fees and Tours Cost: Total Cost

Deadline for payment of the above costs is July 16, 2003

Please make checks payable to: USS Topeka (CLG-8) Reunion Association, Inc.
Please make a copy of the completed form for your files.

Mail this form and the check for payment to:

Jack E. Timmons

2661 POINSETTIA DR.
SAN DIEGO, CA 92106-1121



